Umpiring Titbits 06

A few weeks back, I was umpiring a game at St Lukes (Exeter) and during the course of a penalty corner at my end, the ball injected from the back line failed to pass outside the circle before it was hit towards goal. I was a little miffed to hear a loud whistle from my colleague, and he said that the ball had not exited the D. I was aware of that and told him that, under the adjusted wording of the Rules governing penalty corners (2005), no offence had occurred.

13.3 Taking a penalty corner
Old rule wording (Prior to 2005):

13.3 (j) no shot at goal is permitted until the ball has travelled outside the circle.

If it did not pass outside the circle and a shot on goal was then attempted, a “16” hit would immediately be awarded to the defence. 
Current wording

Rule 13.3 (j)  A goal cannot be scored until the ball has travelled outside the circle.

If the ball does not pass outside the circle before a shot on goal is attempted  no offence has occurred and you must let the play go on until something else happens.  

Three of the possible subsequent scenarios:

1.If the ball crosses the goal line off the stick of an attacker a goal cannot be awarded (that would be a “16” hit to the defence). 

2.If the ball travels out of the circle and, but not beyond the dotted 5m circle, the penalty corner rules remain in operation and a goal resulting from a subsequent shot by an attacker from inside the D will stand (subject to the height rule from a hit or slap-hit).

3. If the ball comes out of the D and beyond the 5m circle, the penalty corner is deemed to be over and the penalty corner rules no longer apply.

Got all that??   The tricky bit comes when, under scenario 1 above, the shot on goal is prevented from passing over the goal line by the foot of a defender on the line. As this has not prevented a goal from being scored, you do not award a penalty stroke. It is treated in the same way as the ball hitting the defender’s foot in any part of the D. But you try selling a decision like that to the attacking side!! (I’ve never had to deal with that situation, nor have I ever seen it happen in a game).
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