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Club Agreements


This Agreement is between  Ottery Crickets  Hockey Club (‘the Club’) and Devon Hockey Umpires’ Association (‘DHUA’) and covers the period from 1 September 2011 to 31 August 2012.

All Clubs who sign this Agreement shall enter into the Club Umpire Appointing System (‘CUAS’), which is an online system whereby DHUA asks the Club to provide umpires for neutral appointments.  This allows DHUA to work towards its long term goal of providing neutrally appointed umpires to all fixtures within its appointing remit.  

All communication between DHUA and the Club will be by email to those who have subscribed to the Club Umpire Development Officer (‘Club UDO’) email distribution list on the Devon Hockey Website (‘DHW’), via the Club Administration Area.  It is the sole responsibility of the Club to make sure the contact details of those on the Club UDO email distribution list are accurate and kept up-to-date.
To support the application from the Club, the Club has, at the date of signing this Club Agreement, the following umpires affiliated to the Club; this information can be obtained from the individual Club Page on the DHW:
	Number of Level 1 Umpires and Above
	
	11

	
	
	

	Number of League Teams
	
	5

	
	
	

	Ratio of Umpires/League Team
	
	2.2

	
	
	

	Number of Level 1 Candidates
	
	4


The criteria for ‘A’, ‘B’ and ‘C’ Clubs (called ‘Club Status’) is laid out as follows:

	DHUA Club Agreement Criteria
	A
	B
	C

	Minimum number of Umpires per League Team 1
	3
	2
	N/A

	DHUA Appointment Priority 2
	1st
	2nd
	3rd

	Support the DHUA Neutral & Area Pools 3
	Yes
	Yes
	As required

	Cost per DHUA Appointed Umpire
	£8.00
	£13.00
	£15.00

	Increase in Appointment Fee from last season
	Nil
	£1.00
	£1.00

	Agree to pay Club Affiliated Umpire Fees 4
	Yes
	Yes
	N/A


1. Fully Qualified and Active Level 1 Umpires and above per League Team (i.e. any team in a Saturday league up to and including the England Hockey League)

2. The ‘general’ order of DHUA Neutral Pool Appointment priority, which is dependent on the requirements of DHUA to meet higher leagues appointments first but which is open to DHUA appointing to lower leagues if it so chooses, or supporting ‘A’ Clubs over ‘B’ Clubs over ‘C’ Clubs
3. If a ‘C’ Club plays in the higher leagues to which DHUA appoints then they will be required to provide umpires to DHUA using the CUAS as will ‘A’ and ‘B’ Clubs
4. ‘A’ and ‘B’ Clubs agree to pay the membership fees for their club affiliated umpires to DHUA; all such affiliated umpires must be full members and not registration only members
Subject to meeting the definition of the relevant Club Status above the Club wishes to be considered for the following Club Status:
[
] ‘A’ Club

[yes] ‘B’ Club

[
] ‘C’ Club

* tick only the option that applies to the Club
Should, at any time during the period of this agreement, the Club fail to:

· Fulfil the definition of the Club Status it has chosen above, or,

· Consistently provide umpires as requested under the CUAS, or,

· Adhere to the terms of this DHUA Club Agreement, or,

· Abide by ‘The England Hockey (EH) Code of Ethics and Behaviour’

then DHUA may, at its sole discretion, downgrade the Club Status to a lower Club Status (e.g. ‘A’ to ‘B’, ‘A’ to ‘C’  or ‘B’ to ‘C’) and DHUA will notify the Club of this by email and update the DHW to reflect the downgraded Club Status.

If the Club Status has been downgraded by DHUA, then DHUA may reinstate or upgrade the original Club Status, at its sole discretion, once any issues that led to the downgrading have been rectified by the Club.

Subscription fees for an Umpire, are subject to approval at the Annual General Meeting of DHUA and therefore may change from time to time.
If the Club decides to apply to be an ‘A’ or ‘B’ Club then all affiliated umpires must be Members of DHUA and be available for appointment under the CUAS.

All Clubs must have a detailed and proactive Umpire Development Plan (‘UDP’) that aims to meet or maintain the requirements of their Club Status.  Clubs should have an active program to recruit, support and encourage those within their club to achieve the Level 1 Umpire Award (‘L1UA’) or Foundation Umpire Award (‘FUA’).
Dates relevant to this Agreement are listed on the DHW.
DHUA agrees to:

1. Appoint umpires, subject to availability, to teams of the Club in accordance with the DHUA Appointing Priority.

2. Provide FREE Coaching and Mentoring support to umpires affiliated to the Club, whether appointed by DHUA or under the UDP of the Club.

The Club agrees to:

1. Maintain the Club Information on the DHW in accordance with instructions from the DHW Webmaster, whether by email or as listed on the DHW Handbook webpage, including but not limited to:

a. Club Officials

b. Team Officials

c. Fixture Information (Time and Venue for ALL fixtures whether appointed to or not by DHUA; Note: Fixture Information may be linked to other websites and may have to be updated via a website other than the DHW)

2. Provide the DHUA Membership Secretary (as shown on the DHW) with the First Name, Surname, Date of Birth and Email Address of each Aspiring Umpire that the Club is sponsoring for the L1UA or FUA.

3. Organise all Umpire Courses through the DHUA Umpire Course Coordinator.

4. Pay DHUA the required umpire course fee in advance of the L1UA or FUA course for all affiliated Aspiring Umpires of the Club.

5. Pay the Membership and/or Registration Fees for the Umpires affiliated to the Club and if done so by the Discount Payment Date in the period of this agreement, the Club shall be entitled to a reduction in the combined relevant fees payable to DHUA.

6. In relation to DHUA appointed umpire(s):

a. Allow DHUA priority in appointing to fixtures involving teams of the Club, of whatever age group, whether:

i. Men

ii. Women

iii. Mixed 

b. Allow DHUA priority in appointing to fixtures involving teams of the Club in:

i. Development Leagues (i.e. Leagues organised mainly within Devon such as Plymouth & District League, Exeter & Plymouth Summer Leagues, etc.)

ii. Devon Competitions

iii. EH Competitions (including those in the Single System)

iv. West Leagues (Men & Women)

c. DHUA shall have appointing priority even if the relevant league or competition rules allow the Club to appoint their own umpires but not to the extent that DHUA can override a higher umpiring appointing body (e.g. West HUA, NPUA, etc.)

d. Contact DHUA appointed umpires by:

i. Telephone, SMS or Email as listed on the DHW and getting a positive response from them that they are available Note: ‘Positive Response’ means verbal, SMS or Email confirmation),

ii. Confirm full fixture details with them at least 7 days prior to the fixture or as soon as notified if less than 7 days before the fixture

e. Failure to confirm DHUA Appointed Umpires may result in:

i. A fine equivalent to the appointed umpire fee per umpire, and/or,

ii. Withdrawal of umpire appointments for a period as determined by DHUA, and/or,

iii. The downgrading of the status of the Club.

7. Co-operate fully with DHUA in implementing the DHUA RDU policies within the Club including, but not limited to:

a. Getting Umpires affiliated to the Club to make themselves available for appointment by DHUA in their local Area Pool (Exeter/Plymouth/Torquay) or in the DHUA Neutral Pool, or via the CUAS,
b. Ensuring each Team of the Club appoints an Umpire Liaison Officer (ULO) for each fixture with DHUA appointed umpires; the ULO role is as follows:

i. Welcome the DHUA appointed umpires on their arrival at the fixture,

ii. Ascertain their needs and requirements (e.g. changing rooms, safety issues relating to pitch, acceptably of the nets, etc.),

iii. After the fixture inform the umpires where the post match hospitality is held and provide directions,

iv. Host the appointed umpires and making sure they are looked after.

8. Pay DHUA appointing fees in full within 28 days of receipt.

9. Maintain an UDP for the Club and provide DHUA with a copy.

Termination of Club Agreement:

This Club Agreement will continue in force until either:

1. A new Club Agreement is signed by the Club and forwarded to DHUA, or,

2. It is cancelled by the Club or DHUA by giving email notice to each other, or,

3. The Club Agreement reaches the end of the agreement period.

Signed:

Date Signed: 09 / 11 / 2011
Name: Mike Dutton       Signed: _________________

Position in the Club: Club Umpire Development Officer
Name: Karen Dutton     Signed: _________________

Position in the Club: Vice Chair and Club Secretary.
Notes:

· This agreement must be signed and dated by the Club Umpire Development Officer and another Club Officer/Official where indicated.

· This signed agreement should be sent to Paddy Porter, President DHUA, 4 Sylvan Court, Stoke, PLYMOUTH, Devon, PL1 5PP, or if scanned it can be emailed to president@devonumpires.co.uk 

· Until the course and theory exam has been passed the term ‘Aspiring Umpire’ applies.  Once the Aspiring Umpire passes the course and exam the term Level 1 Candidate or Foundation Umpire applies.
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